
Lima Symphony Orchestra Returns... 
to St. Michael’s on Sunday, February 1, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.  
You will experience the grace and depth of English classi-
cal music featuring Henry Purcell’s heart-wrenching 
“Dido’s Lament” and Edward Elgar’s stirring “Nimrod” 
from Enigma Variations, known for its profound peaceful-
ness. Fans of modern period drama will revel in John 
Lunn’s theme from Downton Abbey, a score that perfectly 
captures the aristocratic life and emotion of the beloved 
series. The concert promises an evening of nostalgia, re-
finement, and emotional resonance.  Purchase tickets at:   

www.limasymphony.com/2025-2026-season 
 

Kindergarten Registration! 
Kalida Elementary will be using FinalForms, an online 
forms and data management service, for the 2026-2027 
kindergarten registration process.  Beginning, December 
1, 2025, please register your kindergarten student for the 
2026-2027 school year via this link:  https://kalida-
oh.finalforms.com/.  You will be asked to create a NEW 
account if you do not currently have any students in the 
Kalida school system.  If you already have an account, 
simply log in and create a NEW STUDENT.  After creat-
ing a new account, you will receive an email verifying the 
account.  Follow all prompts to verify and enter your stu-
dent’s information.  Please upload a copy of a certified 
birth certificate and immunization record when you regis-
ter.  If you have questions, please call Kalida Elementary 
office at 419-532-3845. 

 
Freshmen Retreat 

On Sunday, November 2, these Freshman joined together 
to learn about the Beatitudes.  Thank you to Fr. Joseph for 
giving the Freshman a blessing for their Retreat after 
Mass.  Thank you to Wendy Schimmoeller (one of the 
Freshman Teachers) who helped plan the retreat and pre-
sented sessions all day.  Thank you to Greg Zeller, Grant 
& Jack Zeller and Allison & Kamryn Wurth for helping 
present the beatitudes in a way to help us understand them 
better.  Also, thank you to the high school students and all 
the parents who helped throughout the day with lunch, the 
scavenger hunt and final cleanup. 
Back Row: Alyssa Kahle, Kalvin Hovest, Collin Horst-
man, Ethan Dickman, Hunter Klausing, Easton Michel, 
John Recker 
Front Row: Quinn Unverferth, Rebekah Bendele, Anna 
Maag, Lyla Siebeneck, Rylee Unverferth, Raelyn Schnip-
ke, Avery Bockrath.  
Missing from photo: Landon Unverferth 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 
ROSARY FOR PEACE:  1:30 pm in church 
HOLY NAME CHOIR PRACTICE:  7:00 pm 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
YAHS CHOIR PRACTICE:  8:00 pm 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 
BOURBON, BEER & BELIEF:  8:00 pm 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5 
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY:  3:00 pm in church 

Christmas Flower Intentions 
Deadline is Sunday, December 14.  Thanks! 

 
Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors - December 6 & 7 
4:30:   PB: Jerry Ellerbrock, Bob Gerdeman 
Erica Kahle, Dianna Kehres, Dave Buss, Jane 
Kleman LECTOR: Nancy Rampe 
8:00: PB: Deacon Greg, Matt Bockrath 
Logan Bockrath, Janice Foppe, Phil & Sue Fuerst 
  LECTOR: Don Wehri  
Ministers to Homebound:  Wendy Schimmoeller 
11:00: PB:  Ryan Fischnich, Regina Fischnich 
Annette Gerding, Jim Hanneman, Mark Kahle, Na-
than Kahle LECTOR: Tony Unverferth 
 

USHERS - December 6 & 7 
4:30: Team 9     8:00: Team 8     11:00: Team 7 

 
SERVER SCHEDULE 

 Tues, 12/2 8:00 AM Anna McVey 
    Madden Miller 
Wed, 12/3 8:00 AM Ava Niemeyer 
    Ivy Patrick 
Thurs, 12/4 7:30 PM Lawson Strauer 
    Kobyn Unverferth 
Fri, 12/5 8:00 AM Jackson Vorst 
    Melanie Wannemacher 
Sat, 12/6 4:30 PM Toby Goubeaux 
    Kyla Grime 
    Emma Jerwers 
Sun, 12/7 8:00 AM Alyssa Kahle 
    Nathan Kahle 
    Hunter Klausing 
  11:00 AM Collin Horstman 
    Jax Horstman 
    Kalvin Hovest 
 

Offertory Bearers - December 6 & 7 
4:30:    Ryan & Amy Schnipke Family 
8:00:    Dale & Jill Liebrecht Family 
11:00:   Craig & Amanda Recker Family 
 



 Advent Presentation by Fr. Phil 
Father Phil Smith will share a reflection entitled: “Advent 
Inspiration from Saint Joseph for Busy People” on 
Wednesday, December 17, at 6:30 p.m. in Continental, St. 
John the Baptist Parish church. All are welcome. 

 
2025-26 Lector Workbooks... 

are available in the priests' sacristy. 
 

Little Blue Books for Advent and Christmas... 
are available at the entrances of church.  Please be sure to 
pick up a copy. 

 

Recent Baptism 
JAYCE DANIEL SIEBENECK 

Son Michael & Miranda (Hermiller) Siebeneck 
 

All Men 21 & Over  
are Invited... 

to Bourbon, Beer, and Belief from 8:00-
9:00 p.m. on December 4, in the church 
basement. Father Phil Smith will pro-
vide a bourbon tasting and an inspiring 
faith talk. BYOB. 
 

 
Mass Times for Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception of Mary 
(It is a holy day of obligation) 

Monday, December 8 
8:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. at Kalida 

6:00 p.m. at Continental 
 

Recent Baptism 
JETTSON ROBERT SARKA 

Son of Robert Sarka & Paige (Ordway) Sarka 
 

Eucharistic Adoration During Advent 
Thursdays: December 4, 11 & 18.  Sign-up sheets are in the 
back of church. 
 

Catholic Infertility Ministry 
Springs in the Desert, a Catholic infertility ministry, is 
hosting monthly meetings to accompany women struggling 
with infertility and loss. Our next meeting will be held 
Thursday, December 4, at 7:30 pm in the St. Joseph, Fort 
Jennings church basement.  All women of the parish & sur-
rounding parishes are invited to join us.  *You do not need 
to have attended any previous meetings- new faces are wel-
come at any time!*   
For more information, contact Laura Tenwalde at (419)303
-5752 or Wendy Schimmoeller at (419)236-0522. It is our 
honor to walk with you! 
 

Planning Ahead: Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m. at Kalida 
4:00 p.m. at Continental 
6:00 p.m. at Continental 

11:00 p.m. at Kalida 
Christmas Day 

9:30 a.m. at Kalida 
 

From the Desk of Fr. Phil 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
This weekend, we begin a new liturgical year with the cele-
bration of the first Sunday of Advent. With much busyness 
often accompanying our preparations for Christmas and 
family holiday celebrations, this special season helps us re-
member to take some time to spiritually prepare for Christ-
mas. Our Catholic belief is that our annual celebration of 
Christmas is an opportunity for us to welcome Jesus into our 
lives more profoundly. 
 
The Hallow Parish Advent challenge is a great resource to 
accompany our Advent journey, since our smartphones will 
be accompanying us as we run around to do holiday prepa-
rations, shopping, and travel to family gatherings. You will 
also find in this weekend’s bulletin a list of many opportuni-
ties for Confession. This sacrament can be a good way to 
find some peace amid the chaos of these busy weeks. We 
will also have Eucharistic Adoration on Thursdays during 
Advent, which is another place to encounter Jesus and his 
strengthening grace and calming love. 
 
Please say a prayer for all of us priests who will be gather-
ing on Monday at Our Lady of Consolation Shrine in Carey 
for our annual Advent Day of Prayer with the bishop. Know 
that you will be in my prayers, as you are every day. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Fr. Phil 

 
Hallow Advent Challenge 

Our next Hallow Prayer Challenge is  
Advent Pray 25: Be Still 

Join us in a journey to Be Still 
this Advent, guided by Jonathan 
Roumie, Chris Pratt, Gwen 
Stefani, Sr. Miriam, Fr. Burns, 
Mother Natalia, and Fr. PT! Get 
a glimpse of what you will get to 
experience this Advent: 
 ● Find a model of stillness 
through Scripture with Jonathan 

Roumie, who portrays Jesus in The Chosen. 
    ● Learn practical ways to be still in your daily life with 
award-winning actor Chris Pratt through The Ruthless Elim-
ination of Hurry by John Mark Comer. 
    ● Reflect with artist Gwen Stefani on how the saints em-
braced silence and rest on Saturdays, and dive into contem-
plative prayer with Mother Natalia, a Byzantine Catholic 
nun. 
    ● Reflect on passages from The Reed of God by Caryll 
Houselander with Sr. Miriam James Heidland, a former Di-
vision I athlete who joined the Society of Our Lady of the 
Most Holy Trinity. 
    ● Journey through Scripture in imaginative prayer with 
Fr. John Burns, author, speaker, and priest with the Commu-
nity of the Beatitudes. 
    ● Prepare your heart for Christ’s coming each Sunday 
with homilies by Fr. Pierre Touissant CFR. 

Last Week’s Collection:  $ 8,728.39 
Last Week’s Building Fund: $ 3,709.00 

Improvement Fund Progress:   
$ 355,982.44 out of $309,699.61 goal 

 

Choir Assignments - December 6 & 7 
4:30:  YAHS     8:00:  HN       11:00:  Children’s 

 
 

2025 Advent Penance Services 
Ottoville:  Sunday, November 30, at 2:00 p.m. 

Fort Jennings:  Wednesday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m. 
Glandorf:  Tuesday, December 9, at 4:00 & 7:00 p.m. 

Kalida: Wednesday, December 10, at 4:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
New Cleveland:  Wednesday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m. 

Ottawa:  Monday, December 22, at 4:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Confessions at Continental 
Wednesdays, December 3 and 17 from 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

 
Regular Confession Times at Kalida: 

Saturdays, December 6, 13, 20 from 8:30-9:00 a.m. 
Thursdays, December 4, 11, 18 from 6:45-7:15 p.m.  

 
Scam Alert 

Recently, some parishioners have been texted by someone 
claiming to be your parish priest requesting gift cards for 
the parish staff. Please know our parish priests will never 
contact you requesting gift cards or similar items delivered 
electronically. 

High School Religious Ed.—December 3 
 Everyone has class at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Students Planning Mass This Week... 
are Wendy Schimmoeller's grade 5 on Wednesday,    
December 3 and Roger Brickner's grade 6 on Friday, 
December 5. 
 
 

This Year’s Giving Tree Supports... 
Samaritan House and Lima Rescue Mission, of Lima.  

The Samaritan House list includes:  
canned beef 

regular coffee and stir sticks 
dry erase markers 

#10 envelopes 
large paper clips 
postage stamps 

all purpose cleaners and bleach 
toilet paper, paper towels 

13 and 30 gallon trash bags 
furniture polish 

body wash, conditioner 
deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste 

They are also in need of refrigerated items which can be 
dropped off directly at 328 W. McKibben St., Lima.  
That list includes eggs, cheese slices, frozen chicken 
breasts and dinners, milk and sliced lunch meat.   
Lima Rescue Mission helps homeless men in need of a 
place to sleep and get a meal.  Job training is also part of 
their ministry. It is a faith-based ministry relying solely 
on private donations.   

Lima Rescue Mission list includes: 
canned beef and chicken 
#10 cans of baked beans  

corn 
green beans 

mixed vegetables 
cases of water 

single serve condiments 
napkins 

disposable cutlery 
hygiene and personal care items 

Both of these organizations can use gift cards to Aldi's, 
Walmart, Ruler, Meijer and Gordon's. 
Please drop off items in the appropriately marked boxes 
at the exits of church.  Thanks!!! 
 

 
Best Advent Ever 

Slow down to the Speed of Joy this  
Advent.  Sign up now to get free daily 

Advent reflections from Matthew Kelly.   
Scan the QR code or visit  

dynamiccatholic.com/slowdown 
 

November Holy Name Raffle Winners 
$250 Dean Foppe $100 Danielle Mangas 
$100 Gene Foppe $100 Leroy Hermiller 
$100 Ryan Annesser $  50 Chad Recker 
$  50 Ann Miller $  50 Alaina Recker 
$  50 Diane Maag $  50 Ron Edelbrock 
$  50 Nancy Benroth $  50 Boomer Fortman 

 

Upcoming Mass Schedule 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 2   

8:00 AM  Tom, Alice & Stella Brinkman 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3       St. Francis Xavier 

8:00 AM  Oscar & Marie Kuhlman 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4  

7:30 PM  Dan Schroeder & Family 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5  

8:00 AM  Ray & Ria Flaute 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 6    St. Nicholas, bishop 

4:30 PM  Alvin & Marcella Recker, Ted Sealts 

  George, Nora & Dan Basinger 

  Ray Schroeder Family 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 7   Second Sunday of Advent 

8:00 AM  Vincent & Carol Verhoff 

  Gary & Doris Bockrath, Successful Surgery 

11:00 AM Brian Schroeder 

  L/D Alphonse & Frances Schulte Family 

  Gary & Doris Bockrath 

  Rich, Edna, Rick & Xavier Wurth 


