& St. Michael Catholic Church - Kalida, Ohio - February 1, 2026

Pastor: Fr. Philip Smith (psmith@toledodiocese.org)
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Joseph Varghese (jvarghese@toledodiocese.org)

Dear Parishioners,

What a winter we’ve had so far! With the significant winter
weather last weekend, there was plenty of discussion about
the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church #2180-2183 ex-
plains that Catholics are obligated to participate in weekly
Mass to celebrate the Lord’s Day unless they are impeded by
a grave or serious reason. One example the Catechism pro-
vides is illness. Certainly, avoiding driving in life-threatening
weather conditions would also fulfill the definition of “grave
or serious reason.” It is not a sin to stay home on a Sunday
when the weather could easily lead to fatal accidents. For el-
derly parishioners prone to fall in slippery conditions or prone
to cardiac issues in extreme cold, staying at home during se-
vere winter weather could be a prudent way to avoid life-
threatening injuries and many more missed Masses during a
potentially lengthy recovery. The Church invites us to use our
best judgment.

If we cannot participate in Lord’s Day Mass for a serious
reason, the Church strongly recommends we spend “a suitable
amount of time” in prayer: alone, as a family, or with other
families. Certainly, our parish live-stream of Mass provides
one helpful method of prayer for the homebound, those in care
facilities, and those unable to participate in Mass for other
serious reasons. It should be emphasized that just watching
Mass on TV or livestream is not the same as attending Mass
in-person with other parishioners and receiving Holy Com-
munion. Many of our homebound parishioners and those in
care facilities have shared with me how much they appreciate
being able to watch our Mass on TV, but also, how much they
miss being able to worship in-person each weekend in church
with our community. Their insight can be a reminder to us
who are younger and healthy not to take for granted the op-
portunity to attend Mass in-person and receive Holy Com-
munion, even when it is not convenient and requires some
sacrifice during a busy weekend.

The Church gives us lots of flexibility in terms of where
and when we participate in Mass for the Lord’s Day. We can
attend any Catholic Mass anywhere throughout the world!
Any Mass from Saturday evening (beginning at 4 PM in our
diocese) through Sunday evening (at 11:59 PM) fulfills our
Sunday obligation. For example, if we participate in a wed-
ding Mass at 4 PM or later on Saturday, that fulfills our Sun-
day obligation even if the Sunday readings were not used at
the wedding Mass.

Know that I am inspired by your efforts to get to Mass
amid all the other demands on your time, as we also remem-
ber in prayer each weekend those who cannot attend Mass
because of illness or other grave reasons. Hopefully, the
weekend weather will improve soon.

Fr. Phil

Thank You

We are deeply thankful for Saint Michael’s congregation,
clergy, servers, choir, bereavement committee and all who
assisted with the meal. We are also grateful for the Kalida Fire
Department and Kalida EMS for their very special honor-
filled service. Our family is comforted by the prayers, kind
words and support you have shown. Thank you.

The Sam Decker Family

Upcoming Mass Schedule

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2 Presentation of the Lord

8:00 AM Bob & Carol Kuhlman

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 St. Blaise

8:00 AM Tom, Alice & Stella Brinkman

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

8:00 AM Don & Martha Turnwald

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5 St. Agatha

7:30 PM Leo & Irene Schnipke

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 St. Paul Miki & Companions

8:00 AM John Brown

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7

4:30 PM George, Nora & Dan Basinger, Jim Warnecke
Gene Wurth, Irma Kahle, Ron Kahle, Jr.
Joe Langhals, Vincent & Carol Verhoff
Norbert & Angie Recker, Nick Schroeder

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 World Marriage Day

8:00 AM Ruth Gerdeman

11:00 AM John Siefer (A)

Last Week’s Collection: $ 7,716.00
Last Week’s Building Fund: $ 705.00

Improvement Fund:
$403,011.54 out of $309,699.61 goal

Choir Assignments - February 7 & 8
4:30: 8:00: HN  11:00: Children’s

Feast of Presentation of Jesus & Candlemas
Mass Added This Monday, February 2

The Feast of the Presentation of Jesus will be celebrated

on Monday, February 2. with Mass in Kalida at 8:00 a.m.

The traditional Candlemas blessing of candles will take place
at the beginning of Mass. Please bring to Mass that morning
any candles you would like to be blessed.

Blessing of Throats

The prayer for the blessing of throats through the intercession
of Saint Blaise will be prayed over the entire congregation as
a group at the end of all Masses on Saturday, January 31 and
Sunday, February 1. Anyone wishing to receive the blessing
individually with candles are invited to attend 8:00 a.m.
Mass for the feast of Saint Blaise on Tuesday, February 3.
The blessing will be offered individually at the conclusion of
Mass that morning.

Students Planning Mass This Week...
are Karen Schroeder's grade 2 class on Wednesday, Feb. 4
and Roger Brickner’s grade 6 class on Friday, February 6.

High School Religious Ed Classes
Everyone has class on Wednesday, February 4, at 7:00 p.m.

St. Michael’s VBS...will be July 13-16, 2026!
Little Lambs 2026/27 Preschool

Registration link will be available on our Facebook page on
Monday, February 2, at 6:00 p.m.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
ROSARY FOR PEACE: 1:30 pm in church
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
HIGH SCHOOL CCD: 7:00 pm
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
ROSARY: 7:00 pm in church
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY: 3:00 pm in church

Coffee & Donuts
Sunday, February 8, following 8:00 a.m. Mass

Euchre Tournament
Sunday, February 8, from 2:00—4:00 p.m. in the church
basement. Bring a snack to share, if you’d like.

Jr. High Deanery Gathering 2026
“Faithful in Little” Luke 16:10

Sunday, February 22,2026, from 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Join
us for our annual gathering of Junior High
Students (grades 6-7-8) from all over the
* county. Mass is at 10:30 a.m. at St Nicho-
E -_ las Miller City (201 E Main Cross). You
are invited to start the day off at Mass with
F your family. Lunch and check-in will fol-

low right after Mass in the Parish Center
across from the church. There is an outline of the day on the
registration form. Scan the QR code for the form.

January Holy Name Raffle Winners

$250  Jeff Sheaks $100  John Morrissey
$100  Arnie Siefker $100 Marlene Kahle
$100  Bob Kahle $ 50 Darryl Rosselit
$ 50 Beth von der Embse $ 50  Julie Rowland
$ 50  Gwen Langhals $ 50 Brady Shafer

$ 50 Gene Foppe $ 50 Kevin Vorst

$ 500 Urban Selhorst $500  Doris Wolfrom

Note: There were two special 8500 drawings this year.

Putnam County Right to Life Meeting
Tuesday, February 3, 2026, at 7:30 pm in St. Michael's
Church basement. All are welcome to attend. Also, a remind-
er that we are having our annual Garage and Bake Sale
March 24-25. Details are coming.

Lima Symphony Orchestra at St. Michael’s
This Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.
Tickets will be available at the door!

FYI: There will be NO entry at the tower entrance
of church due to ticket sales and check-in.

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors - February 7 & 8
4:30: PB: Deacon Greg, Lisa Unverferth

Scott Unverferth, Kamryn Wurth, Chellie Unverferth, Jill

Zeller LECTOR: Brenda Averesch

8:00: PB: Deacon Greg, Mary Siefker

Duane & Barb Steffan, Norma Unverferth, Don Webhri
LECTOR: Don Wehri

Ministers to Homebound: Wendy Schimmoeller

11:00: PB: Deacon Greg, Rosten Smith

Lindsey Slusser, Lisa Trentman, Mike & Sandy Westrick
LECTOR: Sandy Westrick

USHERS - February 7 & 8

4:30: Team8 8:00: Team9  11:00: Team 7
SERVER SCHEDULE
Tues, 2/3 8:00 AM Kaley Dickman
Mason Gerding
Wed, 2/4 8:00 AM Macy Kahle
Trent Khale
Thurs, 2/5 7:30 PM Avery Kerner
Logan Klaus
Fri, 2/6 8:00 AM Lauren Knueve
Lily Krouse
Sat, 2/7 4:30 PM Eli Selhorst
Alex Shininger
Emma Shininger
Sun, 2/8 8:00 AM Luke Siefker
Zach Siefker
Landon Unverferth
11:00 AM Lyla Siebeneck

Owen Siebeneck
Nicole Siebeneck

Offertory Bearers - February 7 & 8

4:30: Roger & Lisa Unverferth Family
8:00: Kyle & Jess Recker Family
11:00: Tony & Erica Unverferth Family

Lion's KOMEDY Night Show
Saturday, February 7. Steak dinner, ALL beverages, two
comedians and cash drawing all included with your ticket.
Presale ONLY. Call Greg Knueve 419-532-2277 or Evan
Recker 419-615-0528. Thanks from the Kalida Lions!

Catholic Infertility Ministry

Springs in the Desert, a Catholic infertility ministry, is host-
ing monthly meetings to accompany women struggling with
infertility and loss. Our next meeting will be held Thursday,
February 5, at 7:30 p.m. in the St. Joseph, Fort Jennings
church basement. All women of the parish & surrounding
parishes are invited to join us. *You do not need to have
attended any previous meetings- new faces are welcome at
any time!* For more information, contact Laura Tenwalde at
(419)303-5752 or Wendy Schimmoeller at (419)236-0522. It
is our honor to walk with you!

Post Prom Fundraisers

The Post Prom committee is sponsoring two unique fundrais-
ers this year. The first way to support the Post Prom is by
entering to win your choice of an Athletic Sports Pass for the
2026/2027 season.  The second fundraiser this year is the
Junior Class CASH BASH. You have a chance to win
$1500, $1000 or $500. Drawing will be held on April
26. Tickets for both are $20 each and will be sold at upcom-
ing home basketball games or by contacting any junior class
parent. Your participation in these fundraisers helps create a
fun and safe post prom celebration for our students. Thank
you for your support!



