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“We spent a week in the Louisa, Kentucky area, which is very poverty- 
stricken.  On the surface, it looks as though these people are lacking a lot in their 
lives, but it didn’t take long to figure out this is quite the contrary.  While most 
don’t have nice, neat homes, the latest clothing or fine automobiles; what they do 
have far outweighs any earthly possessions.  They have God at the very center of 
their lives, and they have no problem sharing God’s love with those around them.  
 

Our team’s first task was putting a steel roof on a cinderblock home.  After brief 
introductions to the homeowners, the wife asked us to join hands with them in 
prayer.  She prayed  for our safety and God’s blessings on all of us.  WOW – 
what a powerful testimony of God’s love!  We hadn’t even known them for five 
minutes, and they were very open in sharing their faith in God with all of 
us.   After this, they could have asked me to scoop pig poop and I would have 
been thrilled to do it for them, because of the love they showed us! 
 

Instead of concentrating on the negatives in their lives, they know that this isn’t 
their home forever, and that their permanent home awaits them. 
 

The trip reminded me that while we live in a great community with everything we 
need and even more of the things we want; I think it’s the people in the Appala-
chia area who are the ones that really have life all figured out!  It was an awe-
some, spirit-filled week, and I would do it again in a heartbeat – even if Fr. Mark 
is attending, lol.”                                 Jackie Schroeder 

Upon returning from a mission trip, the question is often 

posed as to what you did.  The real question is, “Whom 

did you encounter?”  On the surface, some may see a 

mission trip as being the work that gets accomplished, 

but that is only the beginning.  In the end, a mission trip 

is about the relationships that form and the lives that are 

impacted, beyond our imagination.  I am reminded of a 

quote by Mother Teresa:  “Not all of us can do great 

things, but we can do small things with great love.”    
Matt Keller (C.PP.S. seminarian) 

“In addition to a rewarding 

feeling of helping others,  

we have a better under-

standing of the people in the 

Louisa, Kentucky area.   

Camaraderie with the  

mission group was great.” 
Herm & Rita Borgelt  

Standing:  Ron Schulte, Herm & Rita Borgelt, Diane Vorst, Brenda Ashpes, Jackie Schroeder, Ruth Schulte, Michael Schroeder, 
Jane Kleman, Ron Schroeder, Amy Unverferth, Joyce & Bob Buss, Lori Sheets, Diane Schroeder, Jo Buss, Sherry & Scott    
Unverferth, Dan Warnecke, Matt Keller and Mark Kahle; 
Kneeling:  Fr. Mark, Beth Recker, Becca Brinkman, Liz Turnwald and Cody Niese 

“I thought the trip was 

amazing.  Everyone 

worked hard at their 

job sites and, at the 

end of the day, came 

home and shared sto-

ries and had fun with 

each other.  It was a 

great way to get to 

know other people from 

the parish, whom we hadn’t gotten a chance to 

spend time with.   The people we worked for 

were so grateful that we came.  They gave us 

tears of joy and laughter.  They also gave us 

fresh produce and provided lunch some days, 

even though they struggled to provide for their 

own meals.  We all took home some amazing 

stories.  I would say even though we worked 

hard and were up everyday by 6:00 a.m., it was 

one of the most relaxing and enjoyable trips  

I have ever taken.”      Sherry Unverferth 



From the Desk of Fr. Mark 

Hi, everyone. 
     I'm feeling a bit guilty as I write this, as I missed last 
week.  Being in Kentucky for the mission trip, I could not get 
off the roof to write last week's column.  We didn't always 
have cell phone coverage, so I was doubly out of luck.  So this 
week I thought I would hit you with both barrels.  Seriously, 
the mission trip was a huge success in seeing the face of God 
in neighbors we did not even know we had.  In the scriptures, 
it says that whatever we do for the least of our brothers and 
sisters, we do it for the Lord.  The people we met were not 
“least” at all.  They had great hearts, ready to share the love of 
the Lord.  They may not have been blessed with material 
wealth, but inner treasures surely showed themselves in so 
many people whom we met.  I have to say that some of the 
people we truly met were our neighbors and parishioners from 
Putnam County.  After breaking bread, both in church and 
around a dinner table with 25 other participants, inner beauty 
came out more than imagined.  It was an honor and blessing to 
be surrounded by such good people.  See other parts of the 
bulletin for mission coverage.  We could not possibly put 
down our experiences in words or pictures, as so many of the 
ways we saw God could only be seen with a heart.  Thanks to 
everyone who made the journey and all who supported us with 
materials and prayers.  We will definitely be doing another 
mission in the future. 
     It didn't take long to fall back into the routine of parish 
life.  I'm still not caught up yet, but have put a big dent into 
my work load.  School meetings are already being held and 
planning sessions for the parishes have kept me hopping dur-
ing the week.  We had a celebration of thanks at St. John's, 
Continental, last Sunday.  It wasn't a burn the mortgage party 
or a completion of a huge project party.  It was a thank you 
party that God has blessed us.  After working in Appalachia, I 
saw how important it is to slow down.  The pace is definitely 
slower, and perhaps healthier, as giving thanks should be part 
of our spiritual journey.  We encountered many people who 
sat on their porches to take in a cup of coffee and look at the 
beauty of the mountains and trees. When we work or play too 
much, there may not be time to just say thanks for the simplest 
of gifts.  As school activities, fall activities, etc., continue to 
flow at us, remember to say thanks to God. 
     It is good to be back.  Although the mission work was very 
rewarding, I feel very blessed in working, playing and just 
being with all of you.  Thanks be to God for all of you.  Have 
a great week.                                                Fr. Mark    

 

Theology on Tap 

Theology on Tap is once again the second Wednesday (or 
August 13) with doors opening at 6:30 p.m. and presentation/
discussion starting at 7:30 p.m.  This month, we open with a 
snack of “pulled” pork, as opposed to “pushed.” Usual tap 
beverages are on sale at the St. Michaels K of C Club room. 
Our topic will be engaging, insightful and only slightly alarm-
ing this month.  If you think you are too young to attend, you 
are. If you have a few young kids you don’t know what to do 
with, bring them along  - sitting service is available. If you 
think you are too old to contribute, think again. Last month, 
SIX parishes were represented!  Hope to see you there! 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

MONDAY, AUGUST 11 
8:00 AM COMMUNION SERVICE 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 12 
8:00 AM Helen Renner, Kevin & Paul Lammers 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13   
8:00 AM  
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14   Vigil of the Assumption 
7:30 PM Joseph Leiser, Jr., Leanne Goedde Pardo 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 15  Feast of the Assumption of Mary 
8:00 AM Fr. Len Kistler 
7:30 PM Parish 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 
1:00 PM NM Knueve & Goedde 
4:30 PM George Basinger, Carl Webken 
  Ray, Alice & Gary Ellerbrock, John Aziz 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 17    
7:30 AM Sylvester Hohenbrink,  Sondra Hohenbrink 
10:30 AM Alphonse & Eleanore Jerwers 
  Paul, Marcile & Ron Siebeneck 
  Mary Ann Schnipke, Bill Cleemput 

Last Sunday’s Collection:  $ 9,517.00 
 

Choirs — August 16 & 17 

4:30:  Renee        7:30:   Laura      10:30:   PW 
 
 

Elementary CCD 

St. Michael's elementary CCD program will start on Thursday, 
August 21.  The high school CCD program will start on 
Wednesday, September 10.  Our first All School Mass will be 
Friday, August 29.   

 

Thank You 

To the good people of St. Michael’s, our heartfelt thanks for 
your overwhelming support shown to us with the passing of our 
beloved, Andrew Joseph.  Your prayers and kind words of sup-
port, cards and letters of sympathy, donations of food, and me-
morial gifts touched us deeply.  We are fortunate to live among 
gracious and generous people. May we all continue to be 
blessed. With sincere thanks,  
                           Jamie, James Lee, Jim and Karla Altenburger 

 

Join Us for a Book Study 
We will be doing our final review of Pope Francis’s Joy of the 
Gospel on August 12, in the Parish Center, from 7-9 p.m. 
 

St. Michael’s High School CYO Volleyball 
Anyone in grades 9-12 who is interested in playing CYO vol-
leyball should contact Sarah Rieman (419-615-2019) by Thurs-
day, August 14.   

Shopping Bus Trip 

Shop till you drop! On Saturday, October 25, 2014, the Kalida 
Altar Rosary Sodality invites you to a fun day of shopping and 
great restaurants at The Greene Town Center and The Fairfield 
Commons Mall near Dayton. Cost is $35 per person, which 
includes breakfast and snacks on the bus, as well as raffles and 
gift baskets being available.  The bus will depart Kalida High 
School parking lot at 8:00 a.m., and return around 9:30 p.m.  To 
reserve your seat, or if you have any additional questions, con-
tact Sharon at 419-532-2240 or Joyce at 419-532-3260. Re-
member “Tis the season to shop early!” 

OFFERTORY - August 16 & 17 
4:30 PM Mike & Norma Unverferth Family 
7:30 AM     Marc & Renee Kerner Family 
10:30 AM Mike & Annette Gerding Family 
 

USHERS – August 16 & 17 
4:30 PM     Team 7 
7:30 AM: Team 8 
10:30 AM Team 9 
 

LECTORS – August 16 & 17 
4:30 PM Wendy Schimmoeller, Joyce Schnipke  
7:30 AM     Donna Schnipke, Beth Selhorst 
10:30 AM Ed & Tammy Schroeder 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - August 16 & 17 
4:30:    Eileen Decker, Mariah Doepker, Brandon Erhart, 
Lori Erhart, Eric Fischnich, Sean Fischnich, Bob Gerde-
man, Sue Gerdeman,  Grace Haselman   
7:30:   Dick & Judy Bockrath, Connie Cleemput, Ruth 
Foppe, Mary Grote, Darlene Hanneman, Jim Hanneman, 
Mel Hanneman, Mary Lou Hoffman    
Ministers to Homebound:   Dick & Judy Bockrath 
10:30: Jen Edelbrock, Keith Fortman & Ann Rea Miller, 
Dave & Cindy Erhart, Phil & Sue Fuerst, Lynda Fortman, 
Kelly Buss     
 

SERVERS 
Tues, 8/12 8:00 AM Brian Edwards 
    Adam Fitzgerald 
Wed, 8/13 8:00 AM Collin Fortman 
    Nicole Fortman 
Thurs, 8/14 7:30 PM Tara Gerding 
    Makenna Hoyt 
Fri, 8/15 8:00 AM Connor Krouse 
    Trevor Lambert 
Fri, 8/15 7:30 PM Trey Webken 
    Trevor Wurth 
    Taylor Zeller 
Sat, 8/16 4:30 PM Grant Zeller 
    Anna Berheide 
    Kage Bockrath 
Sun, 8/17 7:30 AM Becca Brinkman 
    Derek Buss 
    Kelly Doepker 
  10:30 AM Alecia Dunn 
    Maddison Edelbrock 
    Erica Edwards 

 

Assumption Assignments 
August 14, at 7:30 p.m. 

Euch. Min.:   Greg & Jill Zeller, Tony & Sandy Vorst, Alice 
Adams, Amy Brinkman, Marilyn Becker, Bev Berheide, 
Lisa Berheide      LECTORS:  Jack Zeller, Katia Roehrig   
Ushers:  Team 7 
 

August 15, at 7:30 p.m.  
Euch. Min.:   Matt Bockrath, Joyce Bonifas, Tom & Judy 
Bonifas, Gus & Judy Brinkman, Janet Burgei, Dave Buss, 
Katey Buss LECTORS:  Stacy Knueve, Erin Knueve 
Ushers:  Team 9 
 

Upcoming Wedding 
Alisha Knueve & Nate Goedde 

will be married on Saturday, August 16, 2014. 
Please include them in your prayers. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 11 
ROSARY FOR PEACE:  1:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 12 
BOOK STUDY:  7:00 -  9:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13 
THEOLOGY ON TAP:  Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14 
ROSARY:  7:00 p.m., starting at Mary’s Shrine 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 15 
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY: 3:00 p.m. in church 

Back to School Night 
Monday, August 18, from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m., for Grades 1-5.  
Meet your child's teacher, view his/her classroom, pay book 
fees and lunch fees in the office and bring in school supplies 
clearly marked with student’s name. 

 

Leanne Goedde Pardo Memorial Golf Outing 

Saturday, August 16, with an 8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start, at 
Pike Run Golf Club, Ottawa.  Four-person golf scramble 
and all registered teams will be entered into a cash drawing 
for $600, $400 & $200.  Prizes will also be awarded for 
longest drive, closest to the pin and longest putt.  $50/golfer, 
$200 per team (includes green fees, cart & meal).  Must reg-
ister before 7:45 a.m.  Chicken dinners begin at 11:30 a.m.  
There is also a 50/50 drawing, a live auction, pull tab draw-
ings, live entertainment (Al Felkey Band) and much more!  
All proceeds benefit the Taylor Lamb Scholarship Fund and 
the Putnam Co. Depression & Suicide Awareness Program. 

 

Ft. Jennings St. Joseph Festival 
Sunday, August 10, from 11:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Beef & 
Chicken Dinners will be served from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
and 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.  The 5K race begins at 8:30 a.m.  
There will be a grand prize drawing of $1,000!   The ham-
burger stand and beer tent will be open Saturday, August 9, 
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass and all day Sunday.   
 

Fort Fest 2014 in Fort Jennings...  
to be held August 15 and 16, is a one-of-a-kind festival that 
helps pay tribute to our local military history and to honor 
the contribution of all our beloved veterans.   Many military 
displays, vehicles, aircraft, and exhibits will be a part of this 
event, as well as re-enactments of the War of 1812 and the 
Vietnam War.  Housed in Memorial Hall for that weekend is 
a temporary display devoted to the heroes that quietly walk 
among us, our local vets.  If you have artifacts that help tell 
a story about our U.S. military history, we’d love to cele-
brate and display the achievements of the veteran in your 
life at the “ Hometown Heroes” display at Memorial Hall 
the weekend of Fort Fest. All loaned items will be secured 
for the weekend and returned following the festival. Please 
contact Wes Klir (419-286-2257) for details.   
 

 

Assumption of Mary 

Mass Times 
Thursday, August 14 

7:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 15 

8:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. 


